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Humanities and Social Sciences — The Australian Curriculum

History

History is a disciplined process of inquiry into the past that develops students'
curiosity and imagination. Awareness of history is an essential characteristic of any
society, and historical knowledge is fundamental to understanding ourselves and
others. It promotes the understanding of societies, events, movements and
developments that have shaped humanity from earliest times. It helps students
appreciate how the world and its people have changed, as well as the significant
continuities that exist to the present day. History, as a discipline, has its own
methods and procedures which make it different from other ways of understanding
human experience. The study of history is based on evidence derived from remains
of the past. It is interpretative by nature, promotes debate and encourages thinking
about human values, including present and future challenges. The process of
historical inquiry develops transferable skills, such as the ability to ask relevant
guestions; critically analyse and interpret sources; consider context; respect and
explain different perspectives; develop and substantiate interpretations, and
communicate effectively.

The curriculum generally takes a world history approach within which the history of
Australia is taught. It does this in order to equip students for the world (local, regional
and global) in which they live. An understanding of world history enhances students’
appreciation of Australian history. It enables them to develop an understanding of the
past and present experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, their
identity and the continuing value of their culture. It also helps students to appreciate
Australia's distinctive path of social, economic and political development, its position
in the Asia-Pacific region, and its global interrelationships. This knowledge and
understanding is essential for informed and active participation in Australia's diverse
society.

The Australian Curriculum: History aims to ensure that students develop:

e interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work,
including their capacity and willingness to be informed and active citizens

« knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the forces that
shape societies, including Australian society
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« understanding and use of historical concepts, such as evidence, continuity
and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and
contestability

e capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use
of sources, and in explanation and communication.

Geography

Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the
characteristics of the places that make up our world, using the concepts of place,
space, environment, interconnection, sustainability, scale and change. It addresses
scales from the personal to the global and time periods from a few years to
thousands of years.

Geography integrates knowledge from the natural sciences, social sciences and
humanities to build a holistic understanding of the world. Students learn to question
why the world is the way it is, reflect on their relationships with and responsibilities
for that world, and propose actions designed to shape a socially just and sustainable
future.

The concept of place develops students’ curiosity and wonder about the diversity of
the world’s places, peoples, cultures and environments. Students examine why
places have particular environmental and human characteristics, explore the
similarities and differences between them, investigate their meanings and
significance to people and examine how they are managed and changed.

Students use the concept of space to investigate the effects of location and distance
on the characteristics of places, the significance of spatial distributions, and the
organisation and management of space at different scales. Through the concept of
environment students learn about the role of the environment in supporting the
physical and emotional aspects of human life, the important interrelationships
between people and environments, and the range of views about these
interrelationships.

Students use the concept of interconnection to understand how the causal
relationships between places, people and environments produce constant changes
to their characteristics. Through the concept of sustainability students explore how
the environmental functions that support their life and wellbeing can be sustained.
The concept of scale helps them explore problems and look for explanations at
different levels, for example, local or regional. The concept of change helps them to
explain the present and forecast possible futures.

Geography uses an inquiry approach to assist students to make meaning of their
world. It teaches them to respond to questions in a geographically distinctive way,
plan an inquiry; collect, evaluate, analyse and interpret information; and suggest
responses to what they have learned. They conduct fieldwork, map and interpret



data and spatial distributions, and use spatial technologies. Students develop a wide
range of general skills and capabilities, including information and communication
technology skills, an appreciation of different perspectives, an understanding of
ethical research principles, a capacity for teamwork and an ability to think critically
and creatively. These skills can be applied in everyday life and at work.

The Foundation - Year 10 Australian Curriculum: Geography aims to ensure that
students develop:

a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and
environments throughout the world

a deep geographical knowledge of their own locality, Australia, the Asia region
and the world

the ability to think geographically, using geographical concepts

the capacity to be competent, critical and creative users of geographical
inquiry methods and skills

as informed, responsible and active citizens who can contribute to the
development of an environmentally and economically sustainable, and
socially just world.
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